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The Day We Embrace The Whole Truth: Before Don Imus – After Don Imus

Forever Was A Day Provides Lessons in Human Relations
Wilson, NC ─  Race relations take a giant leap forward then Michael Richards goes on a hateful rampage. Human relations take a lunge forward then Mel Gibson has a painful tirade. Human relations skip forward then Isaiah Thomas lets loose an excruciating outburst. Race relations spring forward then Don Imus spews oppressive, racist, sexist rants. Are these in-the-heat-of-the-moment slips of the tongues, dumb mistakes in judgment, or ramblings under the influence of alcohol and other mind-altering substances?  Are Michael Richards, Mel Gibson, Isaiah Thomas, and Don Imus racists, sexists, bigots; or, are they like so many of us – hypocrites?

Are human relations in America getting worse; or, had human relations ever really improved?  Are whites less tolerant of other cultures; or, have they fallen under the spell of complacency?  Are blacks too eager to pounce when another race makes a misstep; or, not eager enough to enter into dialogue that would lead to lasting solutions?  Is there a double standard – my race can but your race can’t?  How did this double standard begin?  When did it originate? How long will it be allowed to continue?  When will the silent majority take a stand?  Or, are we too afraid to say “enough” already, and admit responsibility for our contributions to the poor state of human relations?  Or, do we simply shrug, remain victims, and accept the racial divide as the ‘American’ way?  

Race relations in America have and continue to be this country’s toughest challenge to confront and to discuss…honestly.  But does it have to be?  Are the current actions and reactions to Michael Richards, Mel Gibson, Isaiah Thomas, and Don Imus signs that Americans are ready to come together – authentically – and bring this madness to an end? Arrington believes many of the answers can be found on the pages of Forever Was A Day.  “Forever Was A Day points to the heart of what is behind the ongoing struggle with human relations in America.  The day our educational system permits teachers to teach the true history of this country to all children …the whole truth – that’s the day Black History Month, Multicultural Day, Hispanic Awareness Day, and other cultural specific observances will become a desire rather than a necessity as an effort to instill self-pride in children whose ancestors are ignored in American history books. The day all children are taught from textbooks that contain the true American history…the whole truth – that’s the day all children will learn to honor the ancestors of all cultures, learn to love themselves, and grow into adults who respect others who are different. The day we, all Americans, garner the courage to embrace and speak the truth…the whole truth – that’s the day Dr. King’s dream – to be judged by the content of our character not the color of our skin – will become a reality; and, human relations will begin its slow but permanent change…for the better.   The door to change has been opened…again.  How many of us will walk through that door this time and stay the course until the hard work is done?”  (To read an excerpt from Forever Was A Day, or to learn more about E. D. Arrington, log onto: www.authorhouse.com, www.edarringtonbooks.com, or call: 1-888-280-7715.)  

